
GRANTS

TRAINING

WELLBEING

£11,935 given to 16 
museums ranging from 
£300 - £1000. 16

They were also used for development 
of outdoor spaces and digital 
interpretation. 

The grants were used for PPE for staff and volunteers, 
hand sanitising stations, contactless payments and 

social distancing signage.   2m

As we are entirely volunteer run, we find that 
MDY is a great reassurance to know we have 
access to 'professional' guidance when we need 
it occasionally.

Alan Beattie
– South Yorkshire Aircraft Museum 

High standard of speakers with vas
experience of their topic.

Hazel Wright
– Whitby Museum 

Museum Development Yorkshire have been a beacon of 
light during the pandemic for all museums and museum 
staff in Yorkshire. The team’s professional and friendly 
advice combined with the resources on offer have been 
extremely useful. We are particularly grateful for 
Michael’s practical advice when applying for the Arts 
Council Cultural Recovery Grant. 

Barbara George
– Yorkshire Air Museum

Thank you for organising all the workshops, 
being supportive and as always a wealth of 
information!

Nicola Peel
– Bronte Parsonage

Ilkley Manor House was awarded £945 for its ‘Inside Out’ project to 
develop a courtyard space by adding outdoor interpretation boards and 
downloadable audio and visual interpretation. 

They also purchased a contactless payment system. 
The museum planned this project after research showed 
that visitors were more comfortable with returning to 
outdoor activities than visiting indoor museums. 

£300
Colne Valley Museum was awarded £300 to purchase a protective 
screen, protective gloves and masks for volunteers, and extra 
cleaning cloths and sprays to allow the museum to reopen safely 
during the pandemic.

£945

136
 HOURS

“I liked the informality and 
the fact it was short session 

filled with useful information.”
– Fiona Rosher, Dales 
Countryside Museum 

“Really enjoyed the 
format and discussion. Felt 

informal and inclusive, helpful 
and informative.”

– Bex Williams, Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park 

In total, more than 136 hours 

of training and development 

delivered since the start of the 

pandemic...

Elevenses
noun    INFORMAL • BRITISH

sessions created as an online drop in 

for museum professionals during 

the pandemic to discuss problems 

and help aid positive wellbeing 

during such challenging times

Reopening Training Regional Museum
Forums

Online Learning
Cohorts

Standalone Workhops

200 +
84museums

people 
from

took part in training 
to reopen in a 

Covid-secure way. 

Regular themed online 
networking events discussing 
developing digital capability, 

valuing volunteer and 
delivering for young people. 

Workshops to help museums 
in areas such as Health & 

Wellbeing, Audience 
Champions, Fundraising, 

Enterprise and Innovation.  
Standalone workshops in 

partnership with other 
organisations including Kids in 

Museums, the Disability 
Collaborative Network and 

the Collections Trust. 
WORK
SHOPS

What Elevenses
meant to me…  

More than 44 hours of the sessions took place with people 
from 52 museums attending, as well as freelancers.

Subjects covered included digital working tips 
during the pandemic and diversity. 

44 hours



Grants

£11,935 given to 16 
museums ranging from 

£300 - £1000. 16

They were also used for development of 
outdoor spaces and digital interpretation. 

The grants were used for PPE for staff and 
volunteers, hand sanitising stations, contactless 

payments and social distancing signage.   

They also purchased a contactless payment system. 
The museum planned this project after research showed 

that visitors were more comfortable with returning to 
outdoor activities than visiting indoor museums. 

£300
Colne Valley Museum was awarded £300 to purchase a 

protective screen, protective gloves and masks for volunteers, 
and extra cleaning cloths and sprays to allow the museum to 

reopen safely during the pandemic.

£12K
AROUND
GRANTS TOTAL

Supporting museums during the Covid-19 pandemic (March - December 2020)

2m



Training

136
 HOURS

In total, more than 136 hours of 

online training and development 

delivered since the start of

the pandemic...

Reopening Training Regional Museum
Forums

Learning Cohorts Standalone Workshops

200 +
84museums

people 
from

took part in training 
to reopen in a 

Covid-secure way. 

Regular, themed, online 
networking events discussed 
developing digital capability, 

valuing volunteers and 
delivering for young people. 

Learning and mentoring 
programmes helped

 museums in areas such as 
Health & Wellbeing, Audience 

Champions, Fundraising, 
Enterprise and Innovation.  

Standalone workshops in 
partnership with other 

organisations included Kids in 
Museums, the Disability 

Collaborative Network and 
the Collections Trust. 

WORK
SHOPS



As we are entirely volunteer run, we find that 
MDY is a great reassurance to know we have 
access to professional guidance when we 
need it occasionally.

Alan Beattie
– South Yorkshire Aircraft Museum 

High standard of speakers with vast
experience of their topic.

Hazel Wright
– Whitby Museum 

Museum Development Yorkshire have been a beacon of 
light during the pandemic for all museums and museum 
staff in Yorkshire. The team’s professional and friendly 
advice combined with the resources on offer have been 
extremely useful. We are particularly grateful for their 
practical advice when applying for the Arts Council 
Cultural Recovery Grant. 

Barbara George
– Yorkshire Air Museum

Training - feedback

MDY training and networking events are
vital for the community of small and 
independent museums.

Martin Watts
– Museum of the Wagoners’ Special Reserve



Wellbeing

“I liked the informality and 
the fact it was a short session 

filled with useful information.”
– Fiona Rosher, Dales 
Countryside Museum 

“I'd really like to say how much we in Settle 
appreciate all the help the MDY team provide to museums like 

us throughout the year. And as a person who is new to the industry, it's 
been an absolute godsend to be able to come (virtually!) to networking 

events like this and the forums. I've learned so much and made such 
good links. Thank you MDY!” 

– Caitlin Greenwood, Museum of North
Craven Life

“Really enjoyed the 
format and discussion. Felt 

informal and inclusive, helpful 
and informative.”

– Bex Williams, Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park 

Elevenses
noun    INFORMAL • BRITISH

sessions created as an online drop-in for 

people working and volunteering in 

museums during the pandemic to discuss 

problems and support positive wellbeing 

during such challenging times

What Elevenses
meant to me…  

More than 44 hours of Eelevenses sessions took place with 
people from 52 museums attending, as well as freelancers.

Subjects covered included digital working tips 
during the pandemic and diversity. 

44 hours


