
Museum Development Yorkshire 
Small Development Grants 

2018-22



Museum Development Yorkshire is making available 
small grants of up to £3,000 per organisation per 
application as part of its ongoing support programme 
until 2022.

What is available? 



All projects must help your organisation meet or go beyond the 
requirements of the Accreditation Standard (including any advised Areas for 
Improvement and Required Actions) and deliver one of the Arts Council’s 
Five Strategic Goals:

1. Excellence is thriving and celebrated in museums  

2. More people experience and are inspired by museums 

3. Museums are sustainable, resilient and innovative 

4. The leadership and workforce in museums are diverse and highly skilled

5. Every child and young person has the opportunity to experience the 
richness of museums 

Are you eligible? 



The following museums are eligible to apply for a Small Grant:
• Accredited Museums in Yorkshire and the Humber 
• Excluding National Portfolio Organisations and DCMS sponsored National 

Museums  
• Museums that are recognised by Arts Council England as ‘Working Towards 

Accreditation’ are eligible to apply but are not a priority for investment 

We will require your museum to make an appropriate contribution in kind or 
in.  Only in exceptional circumstances will grants for 100% of a project’s cash 
costs be considered.
• Grants of up to £1,000 must be matched with a minimum of 20% cash or in 

kind.  
• Grants of between £1,001 and £3,000 must be matched with a minimum of 

20% in cash. 

Are you eligible? 



ULITA 2017-18

Katagami exploration day: enhancing 
programmes and developing new audiences

The grant enabled an opportunity for ULITA to 
provide visitors with an in-depth level of 
textiles learning and exhibition interpretation 
which was both above staff resources and 
current budget capacity. It increased 
partnership working and reached out to new 
audiences. 

Successful past grants



The Stewart Museum at 
Burnby Hall Gardens 
1917 - Herbert Galloway 
Stewart's Diary of the Russian 
Revolution 

The grant enabled the creation 
of a 16 page booklet, featuring 
the full transcript of the diary 
published in the UK for the very 
first time in its entirety. It 
educated visitors in respect of 
the events of 1917 and 
illustrated the local link with 
this milestone world event. 

Successful past grants



The Peace Museum
Achieving Excellence: 
Collections Care at The Peace 
Museum

The museum undertook a 
collections care review. 
The grant enabled them to 
purchase new environmental 
monitors and for one of their 
staff to attend YHFED Disaster 
Plan training. 

Successful past grants



ULITA – University of Leeds International 
Textiles Archive 

2016-17

The grant funded the purchase of objects 
to support an improved visitor experience.  

Successful past grants



Fairfax Georgian House 

The grant funded a new Family 
trail. An illustrator and contractor 
were commissioned to create a 
trial with new visuals. 

Successful past grants



The Georgian Theatre 
Royal
Improving Collection Care

The grant funded a new 
moveable display cabinet 
for their retail area. 

Successful past grants



Successful past grants

Grimsby Fishing Heritage Centre in North 
East Lincolnshire funded a Heritage Survey 
of the Ross Tiger. 



The Trolleybus Museum at 
Sandtoft

This grant came from the Health 
and Wellbeing grant fund. It match 
funded with an HLF grant to 
renovate their accessible toilet 
including a changing table. 

Successful past grants



• Museums are encouraged to talk to a Museum Development Officer 
before making a submission.  They will be able to guide your 
application and ensure you request the most appropriate support. 

• If you have been given consultant advice previously, then use it as 
evidence and demonstrate your response to 

Advice and Guidance 

Michael Turnpenny

Head of Museum Development

Email: michael.turnpenny@ymt.org.uk

Tel: 07917 220227

Alan Bentley

Museum Development Officer (West Yorkshire, 

Harrogate and Craven)

Email: alan.bentley@ymt.org.uk

Tel: 07595 609782 

Liz Denton

Museum Development Officer (East Riding of Yorkshire 

and Northern Lincolnshire)

Email: liz.denton@ymt.org.uk

Tel: 07785 458220

Dieter Hopkin

Museum Development Officer (Moors and Coast, Dales 

and York)

Email: dieter.hopkin@ymt.org.uk

Tel: 07970 977217
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Read the 
Guidance Notes 
and gather your 

evidence 

Click on the 
application link 

to complete 
your form

Applications will 
be reviewed 

monthly. Your 
success will be 
confirmed by 

letter. 

Monies awarded 
must be spent 

within the financial 
year. You will need 
to submit evidence 
and expenditure. 

What to do now…

Good Luck!

https://www.museumdevelopmentyorkshire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/MDY_Grant-GuidanceDocument-2018-Issue.pdf
https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=152932544293

