
FULL STEAM AHEAD 

RAIL STORY EDUCATIONAL OFFER
DEBBIE CROSS

AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR



Project Background

 2013 Bahamas Locomotive Society secured HLF funding to restore 45596 
Bahamas Jubilee Class Engine

 Audience Engagement Project developed in partnership with the Vintage 
Carriages Trust and the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway

 Audience Development Officer recruited in April 2014



Audience Development Coordinator 

Role

 Create an educational offer for school groups

 Develop a selection of talks and lectures for U3A and local history 

groups

 Community engagement projects

 Develop a family events programme

 Develop the look and brand of Ingrow Station

 Develop a new marketing and publicity plan



Rail Story at Ingrow West Station



Rail Story at Ingrow West Station



Rail Story Museums

Carriage Works Engine Shed



Rail Story Educational Facilities

Learning Coach



Restoration of the Learning Coach



Educational Offer

Pre 2014



Developing the Learning Offer

Changes to the curriculum 



Developing the Learning Offer

Resources and Objects



Developing the Learning Offer

Resources and Objects



Developing the Learning Offer

Resources and Objects



Developing the Learning Offer

MDY Small Grant

 What help we asked for:

• Create several science and maths workshops for KS1 and KS2

• To offer advice and support on delivering the workshops and training the new 
learning team

• To help create a full range of resources to use in the workshops

 This work would help:

• To develop our museums to deliver cultural experiences

• Give children the opportunity to participate

• Create new ways to make our museums more active

• Offer children the opportunity to experience the richness of museums



Developing the Learning Offer

Work Sheet Examples - Maths



Developing the Learning Offer

Work Sheet Examples - Science



Developing the Learning Offer

Pilot Schools

I enjoyed doing the science 

and blowing up the balloons.

I enjoyed Science With Mandy 
and the Stop Watch.

I really enjoyed doing everything 

today. I think I would like to come 
here again.

I enjoyed when we had to go and 

find shapes.

I enjoyed looking at the engines 
and learning about science. 

I enjoyed the maths and 
measuring. 



Developing the Learning Offer

Rail Story Workshops

Friction

Changes of State

From Root to Tip

Building Bridges

Don’t Miss the Train

Art, Nature and the Railway

WWII Evacuees

Railways & the Industrial Revolution

Seaside Holidays

The Railway ChildrenTeddy Bears to the RescueMurder on the Rails



Developing a School Audience



Where are we now
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Science Stars

Science club for 8 to 12 year olds



Thank you for listening


